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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as indicated in the below listing of claims that will replace all 
prior vers on ad listing c i \ s te catio 

Listing of Claims; 

1 . (currently amended) A method for providing streamed electronic content to a plurality 
Of user terminals in a. client network from at least one remote electronic content source, the 
method comprising: 

leech nj ' u e ^>m i . request r,>m to ■■ <. more i set f u,uo in iK client 
network <> _> s , v ^ * a l\ i itet ?n *hc at least one remote electronic contest, 
store; 

. s v. > \ t i 5 i i „ ! 1 

temoM ej^cttomc content s tore for the common desired streamed content; 

ee^tent~sewce-fe>f--r<e6ei : pt--by" a cli e nt ^^ sideeomp ^tef~k^the-olien^ietw£>?te 

eceivini > y the cl . - ce a streamed 

ursicast t ansmission >f the requested cofttent4*H&e-si ie»t - sid o comp uter fa response to . . 
least one content request; 

fequestiag < - - s-HHae-g^ie R i -n e twork; and 

! c > v 't ^ > it ! 

t » ^ - , k s i j i ^ 21 t - - i 1 - w< ns . i il j ^ 

terminals in the client network. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein distributing the received and 
o-r-t-n essed streamed content comprises distributing the content to a mold, ast group including 
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each of the user terminals in the client network which has provided a request for content by 
subscribing to the multicast group. 

3. (canceled). 

4. (previously presented) Fhe method of claim 1 comprising temm ati g ' te content 
transmission from the at least one content source to the client-side computer when the client-side 
computer is not distributing the content to my of the requesting user terminals. 

5. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 comprising transmitting additional 
content from the at least one content source to the client-side computer in response to a request 
by at least one user terminal in the client network for content not currently being transmitted by 
the at least one content source to the client-side computer. 

6 . (currently amended) The method of claim 5 wherein transmitting the additional content 
comprises transmitting the additional content in another unieast transmission her. he at east 
one content source t o 1 he v o mp ut er. 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein providing the streamed unicasi 
* s ' - t ed from ee nv e rikg .multicast, formal 

content fete . I - ■ .; * ateat fox transmission to the client-side computer. 

8 . (currently amended) The method of claim 1 further comp rising the clien t-side 
to i >ii \l ^ b x n i< >. <. 1 1 -- t „ 

comprises converting content received in a unieast format into a multicast format suitable for 
distribution to subscribers of a multicast group. 

^ (prcMOusl « esv e e *H a o + c n 1 com} i monito s uned content 

and maintaining an amount of bandwidth suitable for servicing at least one application, other 
than en application sen icing t * disOibutcc. content, betnp ran b> each of the recuesmtg nser 
terminals. 
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I 0. (canceled). 

1 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim I wherein the content is transmitted 
across the internet. 

12. (currently amended) A system tor providing streamed electronic content to a plurality 
of user terminals in a client network from a remote electronic content source, die system 
comprising: 

a plurality of user terminals in a client network; 

a content source which provides a streamed unieasl transmission of content in response to 
the requests of two or more user terminals in the client network; 

a client-side computer in the client network that is onerath em !» t ,e content 

^ > t < j v_ 1 i \ i m i \ -o v 

c ied unica nsm n of requested coi en; dis >uting p?eeess^4 hc str e amed 



v e 1 i - i t i e 1 i _ 

content corresponding to the strea med um cast transmission. 

13. (previously presented) The system of claim 12 wherein the client-side computer 
composes a listening socket for receiving and queuing content requests. 

14. (previously presented) The system of claim 12 wherein the client-side computer 
includes software causing the client-side computer io form a multicast group including each of 
the user terminals in the client network which has provided a request for content by subscribing 
io the multicast group, the client-side computer comprising a monitoring program to monitor 
whether subscribers are requesting the content transmitted by the content source. 




stes the peeessed received content to the requesting user terminals in the 
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15. (previously presented) The system of claim 14 wherein the monitoring program 
Deludes softv j ^ f ecc si T i o subscr 1 

group is requesting the streamed content from the content source. 

16. (original) The system of claim H wherein the monitoring program includes software 
that requests transmission of an additional content stream if a subscriber within the multicast 
group is requesting content not currently being transmitted by the content source. 

17. (previously presented) The system of claim 12 wherein the content source comprises 
circuitry that converts mul ticast format content into uaicast format content for transmission to 
the ciie -side c« m t ei 

18. (currently amended) The system of claim 12 wherein the where i n-th e client-side 
computer comprises a pseudo media player that converts content received in unicast format into 
a multicast format suitable for distribution to the multicast group. 

19. (previously presented) The system of claim 14 wherein the monitoring program 
includes software that ensures that a minimum amount of upstream bandwidth is preserved in a 
t; u s r ^ Co in s. i t l ^ in ou - i u^. > ors 

20. (eorrentiy amended) A method for pro viding streamed, electronic content to a 
plurality of use s in a elk u twork bom a remote e ectronic content source, the 
method comprising: 

Eton ^ f <~ _ - <- - d i i t ^ 'tvrs ' ' numl 

etw > i <y pn_desired ; strc ( t from the c i intent source; 

said client-side comp uter fo rwarding at ieast one content request. to. the at least one 
ci U. . r enter; »* v _^ . J • n- ee k fed e^rjyo / n 
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, siing tlticast gi eompri - - era i 15 ovided rcquc or 1 
;tre imed content; 



Hire* : • gee eipt-by a ciient sidfreem ptftet-HHl 

receiving by the cUent-siae computer from ihe at least one <:o<\t£ \J sou rce a ^ t 
unicast transmission of the requvs vu vO ■> c l m t ^ ' hI- ^ ^ i <■ 

least one content request; 



snrtabk- feM e the mate cast gmi ^ and 

v v _jM ! I I t 1 CC ! v t4 1 bS^ i HI "> v 

*o v J > * v j 1 i a/t o c <d o the requesting user terminals of the client 

network in the multicast group. 
21-22. (cancelled). 

23. (currently amended ? A method for providing a minimum quality of service in a 
reduced bandwidth network that provides streamed electronic content to a plurality of user 
terminals in a client from a remote electronic content source, the method comprising: 

ii o i i \ s r a client 

network fo a com ire stre med content from the at least one remote electronic content 

store; 

vm ie m- _ rneeoi __t i! ca vt< 

remote electronic cont ent store tor the common desired strea med content; 



v v. » - 
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_ - ! > ! 1 - ! 1 - J 1 v J - 

i" < s > t ns s mof t 1 equested content iR^hfr-eHeat-stde-cc 
; j ,< ne n sem eQ. 

p rocessing-the received-eoatefiHu-m ; . . « dc- iomputer for dh aribtMmg--to4he 
iit y of « - the eikat ^^.+4^ 

. v, t- con -uv ,' ^t, K\ Jithcs.c \td a*fc*p*oees^ streamed content 
x . \ y t t ,j\ sue .\i!-v v i in . r < ... h \ , ^ . ' v 

terminals in the client network; and 

monitoring the client- side computer for potential quality of service problems. 

24, (previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the monitoring further 
comprises assessing the availability of other client-side computers. 

25. (previously presented) The method of claim 24 further comprising replacing an 
inoperative client-side computer with a computer deemed available in the assessing step to 
maintain a minimum qua] o of service level. 

26, (previously presented) The method of claim 24 further comprising reassigning at least 
part of a workload of a client-side computer deemed. overburdened, by fault detection software 
with a computer deemed available in the assessing step to balance client-side compter 
workload, 

27. (currently amended \ systen r providing sl« ned electronic content >aj iraht] 
of user terminals in a client network from a remote electronic content source, the system 
comprising; 

a plurality of user terminals in a client network, each including a display device; 
a content source which provides a streamed transmission in a imkast format of content in 
response to the requests of two or more user terminals in the client network; 
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a , u'^kK' computer hi the client network that Is operative in forwarding to the content 



treamed cast format transmission t e d t rng pi-oees-ses streamed 

♦ oi *eni > o a k \t i> im Cvss !i - 

othcreques ser terminals in the diet etw«. _.v_ orm e.sting.i 

1 ^ j <■ - i e . ^ i i , v > i _ 

tr ansmission ; 

each of the plurality of terminals in the client network including software for processing 
received streamed multicast format content into unicast format for display on a respective 
display device. 

2|l. (previously presented) The system of claim 27 wherein each of the plurality of 
terminals in the client network includes a local proxy which includes the software. 

29. (currently amended) A system for providing electronic content to a plurality of user 
terminals in a client network from a remote electronic content source, the system comprising: 

a plurality of user terminals in a client network; 

a content source which provides a streamed umeast transmission of content in response to 
the requests of two or more user terminals in the client network; 

a ehem-sUe t-ompater *r h ' Ci er - ^ - - 
o > < ^ I M v V . i N u 1 u 1 i 'i a e n _ v i ^ ' 1 ti <■ 



streamed unicast transmission of requested content, and distributing pi-eees s cs th e streamed 

content-e nd di sftikrtes the received and^eeesseei content io the requesting user terminals in the 
- . v. t > ( > -x n ^ , te at t * (u«. moteo, . . 



* wt L ■ v i e ^ <. v „ i i ^ o . :'s 



rtrCj. ' 'i ;: 



the 
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each of the plurality of terminals in the client network including a local proxy which 
e streat iu < < nten pla i I e esps r temiinal 

30. (previously presented) A method for providing steamed electronic content to a 
plurality of user t -> s Sri a client network from a remote electronic content source, the system 
comprising: 

providing a streamed transmission in a unicast format of con ent from the remote content 
source in response to the requests of two or more user terminals in the client net v. or; . ie.no. 

i . ,u .... • h_ ce t 

client network ; 

receiving the streamed unicast format transmission of requested content in a the 
client-side computer in the client network: 

prot essessi g the streamed content into a multicast format in the feli6nt»si# 

computer; 

distributitti 3 u , c lient-side comp uter the received and processed multicast format 
content to the requesting user terminals in the client network; 

processing received streamed multicast formal content into unicast format in the 
respective user U i x £ ective terminal. 
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